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“Living a Compassionate Life” 
Lecture Sparks a New Way of 
Thinking in Elizabethtown 
By Joseph Sensenig 

The 2018 Ware Lecture at Elizabethtown College was a major success this year. 
The event, hosted 
annually by 
Elizabethtown 
College’s Center for 
Global Understanding 
and Peacemaking, was 
made possible due to 
the altruistic grants 
from Judy S. and Paul 
W. Ware of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  

The guest speaker for 
the event held on April 
11, 2018 was Karen 
Armstrong, a widely respected British historian of world religions. A former nun 
who was part of the Holy Child Jesus Roman Catholic convent beginning during 
her adolescence, Armstrong withdrew from the group after seven years and 
attended the University of Oxford. After graduating from Oxford with a degree in 
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literature, Armstrong taught modern 
literature at the University of London, where 
she eventually became the head of the 
English department.  

During her time at the University of London 
and also at Leo Baeck College, Armstrong 
was a contributor for various documentaries 
and an author of multiple books about 
religion. She received the honor of being a 
member of the Association of Muslim 
Social Scientists, is an Officer of the Order 
of the British Empire, additionally she has 
received various other recognitions. 

To begin her lecture titled “Leading a 
Compassionate Life,” Armstrong emphasized the idea that we live in an interconnected world. Though nations 
attempt to separate from one another through political or military action, each action made by a country has an 
impact globally because of common associations in technology, resources, and religion. 

“[the speaker] sent a noticeable, impactful shock 
throughout Leffler Chapel" 
Due to nations and people having so much impact on one 
another, Armstrong discussed the “Golden Rule,” which is 
the old lesson of “treat others how you want to be treated.” 
Armstrong explained that almost all major religions and 
systems of beliefs have this cliché but accurate rule 
somewhere in its foundational beliefs, mentioning its 
relevance in the teachings of Confucius, Jesus, and other 
significant religions, methodologies, and spiritualities.  

Upon discussing the Golden Rule, Armstrong then 
explained how religion can promote selflessness and 
eventually compassion. According to Armstrong, 
“compassion requires putting yourself on the back burner.” 
However, she elaborated on the idea of compassion by 
stating her belief that “compassion doesn’t mean 

pity…mercy…[it] means you’re on a level and are equal” to another person.  

The speaker also mentioned how compassion is related to the “love” for another person in a way that means 
having profound respect and trust in someone. If previous generations had loved one another enough, 
Armstrong believes many current problems in society would not exist. She also expressed her belief that 
compassion doesn’t have to come from religion, but as Armstrong stated, “compassion is a human thing” while 
religion helps “to find meaning in a meaningless world.” While religion can be a facilitator in developing 
compassion, religion is not the only way to acquire the ability to understand how others think and feel. 

One of the more impactful moments of the night was during the Q&A session when an audience member asked 
Armstrong how young children can learn compassion in school. Among the various recommendations that 
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Armstrong offered in her response, one suggestion made by Armstrong was to “tell students how little they 
know about the world,” which appeared to send a noticeable, impactful shock throughout Leffler Chapel. While 
this idea goes against what many people 
believe, it is a possible solution as we 
cannot even imagine the struggles of 
others in other parts of the world.  

Armstrong believes if children 
understood their fortunate circumstances 
earlier in life, then they could possibly 
be better prepared to make a difference 
once they are old enough to act. For 
teenagers and adults, Armstrong offered 
the alternative of watching saddening or 
tragic news stories about the events in 
other countries. This also was an 
unexpected statement, as Armstrong 
recommended watching heartbreaking 
events instead of turning away so the 
news can “fester and make that 
discomfort until you realize” the suffering that occurs elsewhere in the world.  

The event lasted from 7:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M., but much more could have been discussed as the lecture was 
extremely intriguing and thought provoking. Leffler Chapel was almost at full capacity for this event and the 
audience consisted of students, faculty, and citizens of Elizabethtown community, suggesting compassion and 
caring for others is something people of all ages and backgrounds think we desperately need in today’s society.  

We hope to have more inspiring lectures on Elizabethtown’s College campus and hope to see even more people 
attend. To learn more about lectures like Armstrong’s, please visit www.etown.edu/offices/diversity or 
https://www.etown.edu/centers/global/ware.aspx , or contact Elizabethtown College’s Diversity Team, 
diversityteam@etown.edu  

Students celebrate Chinese Lunar New Year with 
food, dance performances* 
By Brianna Titi *This article was originally printed in the Elizabethtown College Newspaper also known as the Etownian 

 
The Lunar Year of the Dog was celebrated in the 
KAV, Thursday, Feb. 15. Participants received a 
glimpse of the many Chinese festivities related to the 
holiday. 
 
The event was co-sponsored by the Office of 
International Student Services, the Center for Global 
Understanding and Peacemaking, the Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion, the Mosaic House and the 
Chinese Culture and Food Club. 
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Elizabethtown College had performances from two dance groups: the Sunshine 
Dance Club and the Chinese Qipao Club from Harrisburg. The Lotus Dance was 
performed by The Sunshine Dance Club, and the Fashion Show was performed by 
the Chinese Qipao Club. The performers from these groups are full-time dancers. 
 
The host, president of the Chinese Culture and Food Club and sophomore Yawen 
Zhang, loved the event and was thrilled to play a role in the Chinese New Year 
celebration. 
 
“I really loved the performers; they were absolutely amazing,” Zhang said. “It was 
great to see how many people attended!” 
 
Junior Hui Wei Liu came to the festival because he thought it would be fun. 
“My favorite part of the event was the performance by the Sunshine Dance group,” 
Liu said. “I liked how the Qipao group was the 1920s style.” Liu also enjoyed the 
fact that Etown included a Chinese culture event on campus. 
 
Catering and Dining Services provided vegetable dumplings and vegetable spring 
rolls for participants. 
There were several student-run stations at the event. Attendees could participate in a 
traditional tea pouring ceremony, a calligraphy demonstration and workshop, paper 
cutting, a “selfie” station and karaoke. 
 
Sophomore and international leadership assistant Sam Friedline was a student 
worker at the event. 
“I am in charge of the selfie station where participants have the opportunity to take a 
piece of the event home with them,” Friedline stated. 
At her station, participants could use props such as a dragon head or Chinese flag 
and have their picture taken. 
 
Zhang is an international student who was born in China. It was meaningful to her to 
be able to celebrate her holiday from home at school. 
 
“This celebration made me feel connected to my country 
and proud of it,” Zhang said. 

 
As the president of the Chinese Culture and Food Club, she and her fellow members 
were planning on having a traditional hot pot, where they would make and eat 
traditional Chinese foods. 

Yawen Zhang* 
is a member of 
the Diversity 
Team who 
interviewed for 
this article. She 
stated,  

“I really 
loved the 
performers; 
they were 
absolutely 
Amazing. It 
was great 
to see how 
many 
people 
attended” 

*You can learn more 
about Yawen in our 
“Member of the 
Month” article in the 
Diversity E-
Newsletter Fall 2017 
edition 
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“I am very excited for it,” Zhang 
stated. 
 
Unlike many other holidays, the 
Chinese New Year is celebrated on 
a different day each year because it 
follows the lunar calendar. The 
animal of 2018 is the dog because 
of the 12-year Chinese zodiac 
rotation. 
Based on Asian astrology, the 
animal correlated with one’s year 
of birth contributes to their 
personality characteristics. The 
year of the dog individuals are said 

to be responsible, serious and possess good communication skills. 
 
Many participants of the event learned something new. Director of international student services 
and committee chair of the event Kristi Syrdahl 
discovered that there were various forms of 
calligraphy that correlated to the different 
Chinese dynasties. 
 
Friedline discovered that each of the Chinese 
lanterns that are hung outside of the homes of 
the people of China had writings on them that 
meant happy new year. 
 
The most exciting part of the event for Syrdahl 
was the number of attendees. 
“It is wonderful to see how many people desire 
to be in a culturally diverse environment,” 
Syrdahl stated. “The turnout indicates that not 
only was the event successful, but more 
importantly, it was meaningful.” 
 
Assistant professor of political science and Asian studies Dr. Dan Chen was a part of the planning 
committee for the event and came to the celebration. 
 
“The nicest part of the festival was the community feeling,” Chen said. 
“There were so many students, faculty and their children as well as 
community members.” 

 
Chen did not require her students to attend the event. However, she did encourage them to come 
and was very happy to see students enjoying themselves at the festival. 
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The idea for the Chinese New Year celebration was created because Syrdahl was trying to come 
up with activities that celebrated international holidays. 
Syrdahl had recently reconnected with president of the Central Pennsylvania Chinese Association 
Lin Guo. His niece had recently studied at Etown in 2012-13. He provided Syrdahl with the 
information about the Chinese dance groups. 
The committee who helped make the event happen was director of the Center for Global 
Understanding and Peacemaking and chair of the history department Dr. David Kenley, Chen, 
development database coordinator Jasper Choi, first-year Anmei Cao and Zhang 
 

Students Attend the March for Our Lives in 
Washington, D.C. 

By Jamil Pines-Elliott 

On March 24th, 2018, March for Our Lives demonstrations took place around the world, with one of the biggest 
ones happening in our nation’s capital, 
Washington, D.C. A group of about 40 
Elizabethtown College students and professor 
Michael Long, led by sophomore Darby Keller, 
took a charter bus to the rally, which centered 
around gun violence awareness and tighter gun 
control in our country. Organizers estimated that 
around 800,000 people attended the march in 
Washington D.C.  

Around the world marches were held the same 
day as well. In Pennsylvania, marches were held 
in Lancaster, Reading, Allentown, and 
Philadelphia, and more. Major cities like 
Boston, New York City, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Houston, and Los Angeles hosted thousands of 
people. Overall, about 800 marches took place 
on this day. Paris, Toronto, London, Rome, 
Buenos Aires, and Munich were some of the 
cities outside of the United States who showed 
their support.  

The march was in response to the tragic mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
FL, on February 14th, 2018. 17 people were killed while another 17 were wounded, making it one of the 
world’s deadliest school shootings. Student organizers from Never Again MSD planned the march in partnering 
with Everytown for Gun Safety, a non-profit organization which advocates against gun violence and for gun 
safety.  

Protesters marched in the streets of Washington D.C. peacefully, holding signs such as “Protect People, Not 
Guns” and “Never Again.” They shouted phrases such as “Vote them out”, in reference to politicians who have 
accepted donations from the NRA. There was also a stage set, where performers and speakers were able to 
address the people who attended. Special performers included Miley Cyrus, Ariana Grande, Common, Vic 
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Mensa, and Jennifer Hudson. Students from across the country, including students from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas, delivered powerful speeches to the crowd.  

Emma Gonzalez, a survivor of the attack, delivered a speech that included a four-minute moment of silence. 
Her speech as a whole took the same 
amount of time as the shooting. Martin 
Luther King’s granddaughter even made 
an appearance on stage. They talked 
about their classmates, their experience 
at school and in their communities, and 
how their lives have changed. 

One thing that stood out was the tone of 
their voices. They all spoke with fervor. 
You could really their energy, as if you 
were right next to them. One young man 
from Washington D.C. lost his twin 
brother due to gun violence, while a 
young lady from Los Angeles spoke 
about losing her brother.  

Since the shooting happened, millions of 
people across the country have called for gun reform and stricter gun laws. The shooter, 19-year-old Nikolas 
Cruz, was able to carry out the shooting with a deadly assault rifle. He was able to legally obtain the weapon at 
a gun store, but questions have come up about whether or not he should have been able to get it, considering he 
may have had mental health problems.  

In February of 2017, President Donald Trump revoked an Obama-era law that required gun checks for mentally 
ill people. Many citizens have questioned whether or not politicians care about the major problem in our 
country, which is gun violence and gun access. This is an issue that has been brought to the forefront since the 
shooting in Parkland.  

“America’s gun homicide rate is 25 times higher than the average high-
income country.” 

 America’s gun homicide rate is 25 times higher than the average high-income country. United States citizens 
also own nearly half of the 650 million civilian-owned guns worldwide, and despite making up less than five 
percent of the world’s total population, the United States has about one-third of the mass-shootings.  

Overall, the event was an impactful experience for everyone, both newcomers to marching and those with 
several under their belt. To come together with so many different people and take a stand for something they 
believe in, it makes it all worthwhile. The future of our country is in good hands, as we have people who will 
stand up for what is right fearlessly.  
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One of our newest members Gabriella Marrero is in Stage Management for Etown’s last Theater production of 
the year, “Rats’ Tales”.  

Gabriella is a Theatre Performance major from New York City. When 
asked where her lover for preforming arts stemmed from she stated, “I 
loved the theater growing up. From doing small ballet recitals as a 
toddler to self-made theatre as a teenager. My mother had always gone 
out of her way to get me tickets to a Broadway show. I hope to someday 
perform on The Great White Way.”  

Stage Management is something new for Gabriella. “I took up the 
challenge because I thought it would be fun to try something new. Stage 
Management is hard. There are a lot of things to keep track of throughout 
the process from blocking and lines to certain cues and everything in 
between.”  

 

 

Rats’ Tales was performed at Elizabethtown College’s Tempest Theater on April 19, 20, 21, 26, and 27 at 8pm 
and April 29 at 2pm.  

If you have any questions related to the theater program at Elizabethtown College, you can email Gabriella and 
marrerog@etown.edu or contact the Diversity Team at diversityteam@etown.edu.  

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Gabriella Morrero Class of 2021 
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