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Carlos R. Leffler (1922 – 1994) 
Georgiana E. Leffler (1925 – 1996) 

 

Carlos Leffler was born in Jackson Township, 
Lebanon County on October 19,1922, to John L. and 
Mary (King) Leffler. He had two siblings, John King 
Leffler, and Myrna C. Leffler.1 Georgiana E. 
(Balsbaugh) Leffler was born on November 9, 1925, 
to Homer R. and Edna C. (Shaak) Balsbaugh. She 
had three siblings: Kathryn M. Hickernell, Robert 
Balsbaugh, and Jeanette R. Shaak.2 To the left is 
Carlos Leffler and his family as recorded in the 1940 
U.S. Census. He was 17 years old and lived in 
Jackson, Pennsylvania with his father (age 47), 
mother (age 46), brother (age 21), and sister (age 
10).3 Pictured left are the highlighted names.  

 
1 “Carlos R Leffler (1922-1994),” Find a Grave, accessed May 31, 2024. 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49486920/carlos_r_leffler. 
2 “Georgiana E Balsbaugh Leffler (1925-1996),” Find a Grave, accessed May 31, 2024. 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49486921/georgiana-e-leffler. 
3 “Carlos Leffler in the 1940 Census Ancestry,” Ancestry, accessed May 31, 2024. https://www.ancestry.com/1940-
census/usa/Pennsylvania/Carlos-Leffler_wsl36. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49486920/carlos_r_leffler
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49486921/georgiana-e-leffler
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Carlos and Georgiana (pictured right4) were5� 
Carlos Leffler was the chairman of the stewardship 
committees at the Richland Church of the B6� They had 
two daughters,7� Mrs. Georgiana Leffler was a “member 
of the Executive Board of the Auxiliary to 
Elizabethtown 8�” and was “actively involved in the 
fundraising activities of that organization. The auxiliary 
annually contributes to the improvement 9�” and in 
1983, “has been the force behind a campus 
beautification project which produced a large new patio 
area for Baugher Student Center10� 

Carlos Leffler was chairman of the board and president of Carlos R. Leffler Inc. and ABE 
Oil Co which had plants in “Emmaus; CR’s Friendly Markets, Petroleum Products Equipment Co., 
Leffler Transportation Co., C.R.L. Inc. and All-American Truck Plazas.”11 He began serving on 
the board of trustees for the college in 1968 as an associate trustee and was elected secretary of the 
board in 1979.12 He also represented the Southern District of the Church of the Brethren on the 
Mutual Expectations Committee.13 In 1989, he was awarded an honorary doctorate of humanities 
for his service to the college. He was head of the capital campaign for the new college chapel 
which is now known as “Leffler Chapel. 

“He was a director, executive board member and a member of the personnel finance 
committee of Lebanon Valley Brethren Home, Palmyra, Lebanon County. He started the Good 
Samaritan Fund of the home. Leffler was a past president of the Richland Lions Club and former 
board member of the Hamilton Bank, Reading Hospital and Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank. He 

 
4 “Lefflers: Etown News,” accessed May 31, 2024. https://news.etown.edu/index.php/2021/04/07/etown-hosts-
virtual-concert-to-celebrate-the-25th-anniversary-of-leffler-chapel-and-performance-center/lefflers/. 
5 Elizabethtown College, The Etownian, Internet Archive, 1982, 
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater, 96. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 “CARLOS LEFFLER, 71, CEO of AREA FIRMS,” The Morning Call, August 16, 1994, 
https://www.mcall.com/1994/08/16/carlos-leffler-71-ceo-of-area-firms/. 
Ralph Schlosser, History of Elizabethtown College 1899 - 1970. (Lebanon, PA: Sowers Printing Company, 1971), 
296. 
13 Elizabethtown College, The Etownian, Internet Archive, 1982, 
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater. 

https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater
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was to be named business leader of the year this fall by the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business 
and Industry. He was a member of Myerstown Church of the Brethren, Lebanon County.14” 

Leffler Energy was established in 1941 and was created with the merging of two long-time 
fuel services companies -- The SICO Company and Carlos R. Leffler, Inc.15 
“In 1876, Schock Coal and Lumber of Mount Joy, Pennsylvania, the predecessor to The SICO 
Company, added kerosene to their list of products. Shortly thereafter, gasoline, fuel oil, motor oil 
and grease were added to the list. Since 1955, the company has expanded its business to include 
southeastern Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey and Delaware. The Carlos R. Leffler company 
was formed in 1941, when 17 year old Carlos borrowed $380 from his father to buy a truck to 
transport fertilizer, coal and milk for farmers throughout Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. A short 
time later, he began providing fuel and heating oil deliveries. Since 1941, Leffler Energy has been 
providing coal and petroleum products and services to homes, businesses, government agencies 
and agricultural operations throughout central and eastern Pennsylvania. With over 180 years of 
combined experience, Leffler Energy, is solidly committed to providing customers with one 
standard of excellence and a superior level of service!16 

 

Pictured above are advertisements in the 1983 and 1984 newspaper for Lancaster Farming.17 
Carlos Leffler would commonly put advertisements in the Lancaster Farming newspaper for Carlos 
R. Leffler Inc.. Carlos and Georgiana Leffler were always generous donors of the Lebanon Market 
Animal Auction. The Lebanon Market Animal Auction was an annual sale of champion market 

 
14 “CARLOS LEFFLER, 71, CEO of AREA FIRMS,” The Morning Call, August 16, 1994, 
https://www.mcall.com/1994/08/16/carlos-leffler-71-ceo-of-area-firms/. 
15 “Leffler Energy History,” Leffler, accessed May 31, 2024. https://www.lefflerenergy.com/the-leffler-story/history. 
16 “Leffler Energy - Lancaster, PA,” Yelp, accessed May 31, 2024. https://www.yelp.com/biz/leffler-energy-lancaster. 
17 Lancaster Farming, September 22, 1984. P. 84. https://panewsarchive.psu.edu/lccn/sn78001178/1984-09-22/ed-
1/seq-84/#words=Leffler+LEFFLER; Lancaster Farming, June11, 1983, 64. 
https://panewsarchive.psu.edu/lccn/sn78001178/1983-06-11/ed-1/seq-64/#words=leffler+Leffler. 
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animals that were exhibited by 4-H youth. Carlos Leffler had once been a member of the Lebanon 
County 4-H Beef Club. Kenneth Winebark, a former Lebanon County extension agent and long-
time Lebanon Market Animal Auction staff member said in the August 12, 1995, paper for 
Lancaster Farming that Carlos Leffler was “...one of the strongest supporters here in Lebanon and 
surrounding counties at the state Farm show.18” On the front cover of the January 19, 1991, issue 
of Lancaster Farming, a new farm show record was set. Carlos Leffler paid the record-setting 
$8,000 to Daryl Bomgardner, age 17, for his grand champion junior market swine. “According to 
Lebanon County Agricultural extension agent Kenneth Winebark, prior to the sale Bomgardner 
told Winebark that he would be satisfied to receive $5,000 and whatever price was offered above 
that would be donated in equal portions to the agricultural youth support organizations.19” 
"Bomgardner donated a total of $3,000 to the FFA Foundation and the Friends of 4-H.20" Following 
the purchase of the animal, Leffler said "that he had been a member of 4-H as a youth and that 
instead of sending the home-bred animal to slaughter, he wanted to donate it back to Bomgardner 
for use in the young man’s breeding program."  

“The new Admissions building, recently 
opened, had been named The Leffler 
House in honor of Carlos R. Leffler and 
his wife Georgiana.21” In 1983, 
Elizabethtown College named its new 
admissions center, The Carlos R. and 
Georgiana E. Leffler House, in 
recognition of their service and dedication 
to the College.22 The house is a two-story 
colonial house that had previously been 
called Sigma House.23 It was also the 
former home of previous college 
President, A.C. Baugher.24  

 
18 Lancaster Farming, August 12, 1995. P 36. https://panewsarchive.psu.edu/lccn/sn78001178/1995-08-12/ed-1/seq-
36/#words=Leffler 
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Elizabethtown College, The Etownian, Internet Archive, 1982, 
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater. 96.; Jean-Paul Benowitz, 
and Peter J DePuydt, Elizabethtown College. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2014), 26. 
22 Elizabethtown College, The Etownian, Internet Archive, 1982, 
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater, 96. 
23 Williamson, Uniting Work and Spirit (Elizabethtown, PA, Elizabethtown College Press, 2001), 287. 
24 Elizabethtown College, The Etownian, Internet Archive, 1982, 
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater, 96. 

https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater
https://archive.org/details/etownian19821983/page/n95/mode/2up?q=leffler&view=theater
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In need of a building large enough to accommodate all 
Elizabethtown College students at once, the college 
received funding from the Kresge Foundation in 1994. 
Carlos was a major advocate for the Chapel and was 
head of the capital campaign for its building. In 1995, 
Leffler Chapel and Performance Center opened. It is 
one of the most recognizable buildings on campus. 25 
In 1996, the Chapel was dedicated to Carlos Leffler's 
memory. To the left is a photograph of the “dedication 

of the Carlos R. and Georgiana E. Leffler Chapel and Performance Center, January 28, 1996.”26 
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